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Innovator... Mikaela Jade 
of Indigital. 
Photographed by 
Shaana McNaught
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t took three years, a small state government grant, a 
team of senior indigenous artists, funding from a 
virtual reality studio in the UK and the support of 
coding experts in India to help Kakadu-based 
indigenous entrepreneur Mikaela Jade launch her 
business, Indigital.

When she came up with the ground-breaking 
concept that would provide older indigenous Australians with an 
income … while ensuring their cultural stories were passed on to 
the next generation … she never dreamt it would take such an 
international effort to bring her idea to fruition.

Jade used drones, 4D mapping software and image 
recognition technology to develop an app that brings indigenous 
cultural sites alive through augmented reality.

•Our app is like a Pokemon, but for indigenous storytelling,Ž 

I
she tells The Deal.

Users can point their smartphone at a particular landscape, 
indigenous artwork or cultural object and the app shows 3D 
animated content and stories about the object or site, created by 
senior traditional artists.

Jade is among a number of young indigenous entrepreneurs 
launching start-up businesses, often despite tremendous odds. 
Armed with little more than an idea, passion and the desire to 
exceed public expectations, these savvy risk-takers are proud of 
their cultural history and undaunted by their lack of funds, 
experience or business connections. 

They have admirable motivations, including a desire for 
“nancial independence, to give back to their communities and to 
motivate young indigenous Australians to pursue their dreams.

An environmental biologist who worked in the public service 
for 14 years, Jade had no business background, no technology 
skills and no money when she came up with the concept for 

Setting 
their 
own 
agenda
Story by:

Clara Pirani

These young entrepreneurs are kicking over 
the barriers and showing they•ll let nothing 
get between them and ful“lling their dreams 
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