
Tassie flora
tipped for
cosmetics
By SEAN FORD

NORTH-West pyr-
ethrum producer
Botanical Resources
Australia is part of a
consortium whose work
may lead to commer-
cialisation of bioactive
extracts from Tasmani-
an plants.

The project will lead
to Tasmanian manufac-
turing and possibly sci-
ence jobs, plus potential
new income streams for
farmers.

The Australian Bioac-
tives Consortium has
identified three Tas-
manian plant extracts
with potential for the
cosmetics market.

They are the Tasmani-
an native pepper leaf,
the blackcurrant cane
and the tanacetum
daisy flower.

ASX-listed Atlas
Pearls and Perfumes
Limited said its wholly-
owned subsidiary,
Kingston-based Essen-
tial Oils Tasmania
(EOT), would now ‘‘fur-
ther refine research
parameters, assess

manufacturing capa-
city and investigate
commercialisation op-
portunities of the ex-
tracts.

The consortium was
established in 2011,
aiming to deliver
Tasmanian-sourced ex-
tracts with ‘‘proven
bioactivity’’ relevant to
the cosmetics industry.

Bioactive means hav-
ing a biological effect.

EOT managing direct-
or Stephen Gleeson
said: ‘‘EOT sees great

market potential for
these extracts in the
cosmetics industry and
will continue to ex-
plore a range of inter-
national opportunities
to commercialise this
exciting part of Atlas
Pearls and Perfumes’
land-based business.’’

‘‘EOT will build and
commission an innov-
ative manufacturing
facility in Tasmania
for production of fra-
grance, flavour and
cosmetic ingredients

from unique Australi-
an indigenous botani-
cals and marine
(pearls) and fungal
products, and secure
long-term supply
agreements for these
products.’’

He said it would in-
clude Australia’s first
commercial supercrit-
ical fluid extraction
(SFE) plant using car-
bon dioxide for extrac-
tion of ingredients and
bioactive compounds.

‘‘Tasmania is recog-
nised as an attractive
source of new cosmetic
ingredients because of
its environmentally
pure resources,’’ Mr
Gleeson said.

The consortium in-
cluded EOT, Botanical
Resources, IP Pragma-
tics, Diemen Pepper,
Ranicar Pacific, Mac-
Tavish West and the
Rural Industries Re-
search and Develop-
ment Corporation.
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